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Suches...from Page 1A
13-year-old singing sensation 
Nealy Webster took the stage to 
perform Lee Greenwood’s 1984 
hit “God Bless the USA.”

Webster was followed by 
an Armed Forces Medley that 
included the official songs of 
the Army, Marines Corps, Navy, 
Air Force and Coast Guard, 
after which Webster performed 
an energetic rendition of “The 
Star-Spangled Banner.”

Within  moments  of 
Webster delivering the final 
line of the national anthem, 
fireworks blasted high into the 
blueish-purple sky as onlookers 
quickly found their seats to 
celebrate the country’s birthday 
with family, friends, neighbors 
and fellow Americans.

Once again, the Valley 
Above the Clouds delivered 
a full 30 minutes of bright, 
colorful explosions with lots of 
“oohs” and “aahs” from young 
and old, locals and visitors 
alike.

The  communi ty  o f 
Suches continues to out-do 
itself each and every summer, 
especially considering its 
humble beginnings decades 
ago, when a few friends started 
lighting bottle rockets at the 
General Store.

Unlit fireworks lining the cement basketball courts in Suches 
as prepared by Fire Station No. 5.              Photo by Todd Forrest

This year’s Suches Fireworks drew bigger-than-ever crowds of patriotic spectators.  
            Photo by Todd Forrest

Every year since, the 
July Fourth spectacle continued 
to grow, with locals selling 
concessions on-site to raise 
money for the annual trip 
to Ducktown, Tennessee, to 
purchase fireworks.

The display has since 
moved to the school, and the 
fire department has taken over 
the responsibilities of handling 
and igniting the vast assortment 
of pyrotechnics.

Food and beverages are 
still available at a permanent 
concession stand that is also 
used during the annual Indian 
Summer Festival.

And from the looks of 
last week’s crowds, it appears 
as if the reputation of this local 
phenomenon is flourishing 
more than ever, attracting 
more visitors to the secluded 
mountain community each and 
every Independence Day.

LOCAL BUSINESS SPOTLIGHT

Mattresses, Porch Rockers & More!
“From the Front Porch to the 

Back Door We’ve Got You Covered!”

Mon-Fri 9am-6pm • Sat 9am-4pm • Closed Sun

568 Blue Ridge St. • Blairsville, GA
706-835-1209FREE

DELIVERY!

Spring & Summer Camp open to kids 
ages 7-17. Advance reservations 
required. *Ask about our locals discount.*

Combine the beauty of the 
mountains with a complete 

horseback experience 

Horse   Camp 
Trackrock Stables

706-745-5252 

www.Trackrock.com

706•400•2988

Trust
    Integrity
        Guidance

Taylor Insurance Group

WE DO WHAT
OTHERS
PROMISE

Tom Taylor
YOUR LICENSED LOCAL AGENT

Medicare
Advantage Plans
Supplements, Life,

Under 65 Health Plans,
Dental

770-298-9161 ph/text
1-706-400-5754 Fax

tom@tomtaylorinsurancegroup.com

391 BLUE RIDGE HWY
ALL INSURANCE ACCEPTED

Southeast Geothermal
& Spray Foam

706-745-8685
1442 Blue Ridge Hwy.

www.segeothermal.com
www.sesprayfoam.com

Michelin

Uniroyal
BFG

Specializing In:
Alignment • Computer Balancing

Brakes • Auto Repair
Industrial Foam Fill

Oil Changes

Oscar Thomas - Owner
(706) 745-0264

76 Shoe Factory Road
Blairsville, Georgia 30512

Auto & Big Truck Service
Thomas Tire, Inc.

Tom Martin
90 Madeline Way, Blairsville, GA 30512

Tom’s Truck & Auto
706-971-9313

Gas & Diesel Engines
General & Major Repairs

ASE Master Diesel Technician
Specializing in FORD Powerstrokes 

& All F-Series Trucks

Litton Landscaping, Inc.
1250 Collins Road

Blairsville, GA 30512
706-745-5478 

Cell 706-781-4858

Complete Design
Installation

Maintenance
“We go the extra mile”

rockbottomdriveway@yahoo.com
“Rock Bottom Prices / Free Estimates”

ROCK BOTTOM
Complete Gravel Driveway

Reconditioning
706-487-0857 Office
803-622-0037 Field

Driveway Fabric Installation, Quarterly, 
Semi-Annual or Annual Regrading, 

Large Empty Lot Mowing

Serving North Georgia since 1997 • Insured
Call 706-781-1806

~ FOR ALL YOUR CONCRETE NEEDS ~ 
Forming through Finishing, House Slabs, 

Driveways, Sidewalks, Stamped 
Colored Concrete. Top Quality Work! 

Big Jobs and Small Jobs!

MONTGOMERY
CONCRETE

706-897-4909

Randolph Jones
            Grading

Backhoe, Bobcat, Excavator, 
Dump Truck, Dirt, Gravel, Septic 

Tank Repair & Install 
Any & All Small Jobs Welcome!

We Make Buying Easy!
Ford • Hayesville, NC • 888.342.2282 • Chevrolet, GMC, Buick •Murphy, NC • 888.614.8960
Chrysler, Dodge, Jeep, Ram • Hayesville, NC • 888.384.3145 & Franklin, NC • 828.369.5003 jackyjones.net

LICENSED AND INSURED
SALES, SERVICE, INSTALL

SOUTHERN HVAC, LLC

706-400-2574
HEATING & COOLING 

SPECIALIST

ACS GRADING
& EXCAVATING

706-897-0411

Grading, Dump Truck, Gravel, 
Dirt, Driveways, Underbrushing, 

Lot Clearing, Water Lines, Basements
No Job Too Small - FREE Estimates

Locally Owned & Operated


